Should we be afraid of
the ‘big, bad’ wolves?

THERE have been several schemes
to reintroduce wolves to Britain over
the past 15 years, writes Alan Shaw.
ome have the backing of
environmentalists who argue they
would help animal and plant species
that have been devastated by deer,
numbers of which have soared since
their natural predators were removed.
But perhaps we should pay some
attention to the recent experiences of
our French cousins.
Wolves were eradicated in France
in the 19303, but they've returned
to the country, savaging sheep and
showing litle fear of humans.
Assingle pair of wolves crossed the
border from Italy in the 1990s, and
the animals have now expanded their
tertitory, just 100 miles from Paris.
And that’s costing big bucks
with the Government having to
spend £10m last year on wolf
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attack prevention measures and
compensation.

French farmers are claiming huge
subsidies for electric fences and
huge Pyrenean sheepdogs who wear
spiked metal collars for protection.

The number of wolves has soared
by 20% in the past year and will hit
700 by 2020. Hunters are allowed to
kill 24 a year, but only 11 have been
shot so far.
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What will life be like
for Royal Baby No 2?

On Sale Wednesday

INSTEAD of driving
home when he
finished his office
shift at midnight,
Alan Rowan set off
on a road trip.

ight
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peak, alone and
under cover of darkness.
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Girl hitches ride
in Dad'’s boot!

A DRIVER sparked a police kidnap
alert after putting his daughter in the
boot of his car in Birmingham.

Passersby alerted the authorities
when they spotted the “victim® — in
her 20s — in the back

But she was in the boot because
her dad had a fireplace in the front
seat and had dropped the back seats
S0 his daughter could lie in the boot.

He was cautioned for traffic
offences.

Leah's rescue of
diabetic patient

APPRENTICE winner Leah Totton
saved a commuter at a train station.
Leah (26) won the backing of Lord
Sugar for her Botox and cosmetic
surgery firm, but she’s a qualified
doctor and realised the man
was diabetic and suffering from
dangerously low blood sugar before
he passed out.
She managed to get some sugar
into him before paramedics arrived.

Doggy hunters
taking time off

ONE in five dog owners have taken
time off work to search for their
missing pooch.

survey carried out by the Dogs
Trust discovered people hunting for a
pet took an average of four days of.

They also found a rise in dogs
being reunited with their owners
thanks to being microchipped.

Three quarters of owners don't
realise they only have seven days to
reclaim their dog before it's rehomed
o patentially put to sleep.

Looking good in
the playground

IT'S not just pupils who want to
ook their best for school — yummy
mummies do, t0o.

According to a new poll, almost six
in 10 mums spruce up for the school
run and the same number judge their
children’s teachers on their ooks.

“The mum who makes a special
effort always attracts attention,”
says beauty clinic LoveL te, which
carried out the survey.



